
October 2, 2003  
President George W. Bush 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20500 

 
Re: PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION IN SUPPORT OF VIGOROUS ENFORCEMENT OF FEDERAL 

OBSCENITY LAWS THROUGHOUT THE U.S., to be issued in conjunction with Pornography 
Awareness Week, October 26 to November 2 

Dear President Bush: 
 

From 1987 to 1993, major progress was made in enforcing federal obscenity laws against commercial 
distributors of illegal obscenity (or “hard-core” pornography).   Federal obscenity laws were also 
strengthened by the enactment of the Child Protection and Enforcement Act of 1988.  In 1996 Congress 
clarified that use of an interactive computer service to transport obscene materials is prohibited.   
 
We are encouraged that the United States Justice Department is once again targeting commercial 
distributors of hardcore pornography, but truly the war against obscenity has just begun. 
 
It is time for all Americans to renew our commitment to enforcing obscenity laws.  

 
Those harmed by the proliferation of “adult” obscenity (i.e., hardcore pornography that does not depict 
minors) include the “performers” (many in their teens), the children and adults who become addicted to 
obscenity, the spouses of obscenity addicts, the women raped by obscenity addicts, and the children 
sexually abused by adults who use obscenity to arouse themselves and to desensitize their child victims.  
Commercialized obscenity also erodes the right of every American to live and work in a decent society 
and is a source of income for organized crime.  

 
Vigorous enforcement of federal obscenity laws will reduce the number of such tragedies and the need 
for programs that deal with them at great cost to taxpayers.  Enforcement will also send a message that 
the U.S. understands the difference between cherished liberty and ruinous license. 

 
In 1986, the Attorney General’s Commission on Pornography (Final Report) found that, increasingly, 
the most prevalent forms of pornography fit the description of “sexually violent material” and that “an 
enormous amount of the most sexually explicit material available” can be categorized as “degrading” to 
people, “most often women.”    The Commission also found that  “sexually violent” pornography and 
“degrading” pornography were linked to sexual violence. 

 
That was in 1986.   Today, hardcore pornography once available only in “adult bookstores” (if at all) is 
now readily accessible through the Internet in most American homes.  Children can easily access much 
of it (inadvertently or intentionally), free of charge, from a computer at home, a friend, relative or 
neighbor’s house, a job or library, or with a lap top computer.   

 
In Miller v. California, 413 U.S. 15, at 34, the Supreme Court stated that “to equate the free and robust 
exchange of ideas and political debate with commercial exploitation of obscene material demeans the 
grand conception of the First Amendment and its high purposes in the historic struggle for freedom.” 



In Paris Adult Theatre I v. Slaton, 413 U.S. 49, at 57, the Court recognized that there are “legitimate 
governmental interests at stake in stemming the tide of commercialized obscenity, even assuming it is  
feasible to enforce effective safeguards against exposure to juveniles….”   [It ought to go without saying 
that we have failed miserably in enforcing “effective safeguards.”] 

 
These interests include the “right of the Nation and States to maintain a decent society” (413 U.S. at 59-
60) and protecting the “quality of life and total community environment” (at 58),  “public safety” (at 
58), “social interest in order and morality” (at 61), and “family life” (at 63). 
 
Clearly, we need to do a better job of protecting children, their families, and their communities from 
obscenity, especially on the Internet; and this requires vigorous enforcement of federal obscenity laws 
throughout the United States.  
 
That is more likely to happen if you issue a Proclamation in conjunction with Pornography Awareness 
Week and speak frequently about the proliferation of illegal “adult” obscenity and in support of 
obscenity law enforcement.  A proposed Proclamation in support of enforcement of federal obscenity 
laws is enclosed for your consideration. 

 
We appreciate the danger that terrorism continues to pose. 

 
But there is a second battle that must also be fought.  It is a battle for our children and families and for a 
safe and decent society.   In World War II, the United States won because we were capable of waging 
war on two major battlefronts, Europe and the Pacific. 

 
If we are to preserve Western Civilization in the 21st Century, we must fight not only for our national 
security but also for our most cherished values and a decent society.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
American Mothers, Inc. 
Trish Rodriguez, National President 
Bobbie Burbridge Lane, Chairman of the National Board’s “Fight Against Pornography” 
 
Art Ally 
President, Timothy Plan Mutual Fund Family 
 
Ted Baehr 
Chairman, Christian Film & TV Commission 
 
Fr. Kenneth Baker 
Editor, Homiletic & Pastoral Review 
 
Claudia Barlow 
Consultant, MiraMed Institute and Angel Coalition 
 
Frank Barnaba 
President, Paul & Lisa Program (Connecticut) 
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W. Todd Bassett, Commissioner 
National Commander, The Salvation Army 
 
Gary Bauer 
President, American Values 
 
Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua 
Archbishop of Philadelphia (after October 7th, Archbishop Emeritus of Philadelphia) 
 
Brent Bozell 
Founder and President, Parents Television Council 
 
Rosalyn Bourgeois 
President, Wisconsin Council of Catholic Women 
 
Irvin Bruce 
FBI Special Agent (retired), Obscenity Investigator 
 
Phil Burress 
President, Citizens for Community Values (Cincinnati) 
 
David Caton 
President, Florida Family Association 
 
Carol Channing, Actress  
 
Dorn Checkley 
President, Pittsburgh Coalition Against Pornography 
 
Larry Cirignano, Esq. 
President, Catholic Vote 
 
Micah Clark 
Executive Director, American Family Association of Indiana 
 
Dr. Victor B. Cline, Psychologist 
Professor Emeritus, University of Utah 
 
Roberta Combs 
President, Christian Coalition of America 
 
Rita Covelle 
President, Morality in Media of Massachusetts 
 
Dr. Ron Crews 
President, Massachusetts Family Institute 
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Janice Shaw Crouse, Ph.D. 
Senior Fellow, The Beverly LaHaye Institute  
 
Brad Curl 
President, Athletes & Business for Kids 
 
Joseph Dawson 
FBI Special Agent (retired) 
 
Bill Devlin 
Founder, Urban Family Council (Philadelphia)  
 
Grace DiCairano 
National Regent, Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
 
Chuck Donovan 
Executive Director, Family Action Alliance 
 
Kimberly Drake 
President, Relationship Northwest (Washington) 
 
Sister Mary Elizabeth, S.V. 
Director, Family Life + Respect Life Office, Archdiocese of New York 
 
Dallas Erickson 
President, Montana Help Our Moral Environment 
 
Amy Fielding 
Adult advisor, Stand for Decency (Utah) 
 
Steven W. Fitschen 
President, National Legal Foundation 
 
Eugene Flynn 
FBI Special Agent (retired) 
 
Joseph Frechette 
FBI Special Agent (retired) 
 
Rabbi Joseph Friedman 
Dean of Students, Yeshiva Zichron Eliezer (Brooklyn) 
 
Steve Gallagher 
President, Pure Life Ministries 
 
Barbara Garavalia 
President, National Council of Catholic Women 
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Michael Geer 
President, Pennsylvania Family Institute 
 
Francis Gibbons 
FBI Special Agent (retired) 
 
Rabbi Hersch Ginsberg 
Director, Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States & Canada 
 
Gary Glenn 
President, American Family Association of Michigan 
 
Dom Gordon 
President, Morality in Media of Wisconsin 
 
Michael R. Hastings 
Former Mayor of Burbank, CA 
 
William P. Hayes 
FBI Special Agent (retired) 

  
Michael S. Heath 
Executive Director, Christian Civic League of Maine 
 
Rabbi Abraham Hecht 
President, Rabbinical Alliance of America 
 
Wynn Hemmert 
President, Ft. Lauderdale Mission of Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
 
Bill (Hoppy) Hopkins 
Founder and President, Texarkana Civic Affairs Conference (Wake Village, TX) 
 
Michael Howden 
Executive Director, Stronger Families for Oregon 
 
Bishop Clyde M. Hughes 
International Pentecostal Church of Christ 
 
Donna M. Hughes 
Professor & Carlson Endowed Chair, University of Rhode Island 
 
Donna Rice Hughes 
Acting President & Chairman, Enough Is Enough 
 
Chuck Hurley, Esq. 
President, Iowa Family Policy Center 
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Dr. Dennis Jarrard 
Former Chairperson, Archdiocese of Los Angeles Commission on Obscenity 
 
Bill Johnson 
President, American Decency Association 
 
Bill Kelly 
FBI Special Agent (retired), Obscenity Investigator 
 
Edward Kemmerer 
President, St. Thomas Aquinas Society 
 
Steven J. Kidder, Ph.D. 
Executive Director and President, New York Family Policy Council, Inc. 
 
Rev. Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick 
President, The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod 
 
Don Kohls 
President, Omaha for Decency (Nebraska) 
 
Harry Kullijian 
President, Morality in Media of California 
 
George Kuykendall 
Executive Director, Citizens for Community Values of Memphis 
 
James Lambert 
Author of “Porn in America” (Huntington House) and host of “Night Lights” (a cable TV program) 
 
Penny Lancaster 
Director, Community Impact Spokane (Washington) 
 
Richard Land, D.Phil. 
President, Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission  
 
Ms. Bobbie Burbridge Lane 
President, Burbridge Foundation (Oklahoma City) 
 
Mary Anne Layden, Ph.D. 
Director, Social Action Committee for Women's Psychological Health 
 
Peter LaBarbera 
Executive Director, Illinois Family Institute 
 
Rabbi Yehuda Levin 
Spokesperson, Jews for Morality (Brooklyn) 
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Rev. Msgr. James P. Lisante 
Pastor, St. Thomas the Apostle Church (West Hempstead, NY), and syndicated columnist 
 
Robert Lloyd 
Executive Director, Long Island Citizens for Community Values (New York) 
 
John P. McCarthy 
The Thomas & Dorothy Leavey Foundation (Los Angeles) 
 
Fr. CJ McCloskey III 
Director, Catholic Information Center (Washington, DC) 
 
Adam McManus 
Host of "Take A Stand" (KSLR Radio, San Antonio, TX) 
 
Michael J. McManus 
Syndicated columnist (“Ethics & Religion”) and President of Marriage Savers 
 
Wellington T. Mara 
President, New York Football Giants 
 
Joseph Marion 
Executive Director, Federation of Internet Solution Providers of the Americas 
 
Bob Marshall 
Delegate, Virginia House of Delegates 
 
Peggie Miller 
President, Good News Together We Stand (Lancaster, PA) 
 
Tom Minnery 
Vice President, Public Policy, Focus on the Family 
 
Wm. James Mortimer 
Publisher Emeritus, Deseret News (Salt Lake City) 
 
Len Munsil 
President & General Counsel, Center for Arizona Policy 
 
William J. Murray 
Chairman, Religious Freedom Coalition 
 
Penny Nance 
President, Kids First Coalition 
 
Bob Navarro, Retired LAPD 
Board of Directors, National Law Center for Children & Families 
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C. Preston Noell III 
President, Tradition, Family, Property, Inc. 
 
Robert Peters 
President, Morality in Media 
 
Tony Perkins 
President, Family Research Council 
 
Tom Pritchard 
President, Minnesota Family Council 
 
Judith Reisman 
President, Institute for Media Education 
 
Most Rev. Justin Rigali 
Archbishop-elect of Philadelphia 
 
Sandy Rios 
President, Concerned Women for America 
 
Thomas R. Rodgers 
Detective Lieutenant, Retired, Indianapolis Police Department 
 
Dick Rolfe 
Chairman, The Dove Foundation 
 
Rev. David E. Ross 
Executive Director, Advent Christian General Conference 
 
Austin Ruse 
President, Culture of Life Foundation and Institute 
 
Arlene Sawicki 
Chicago Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women, Legislation Commission Chair 
 
Rick Schatz 
President and CEO, National Coalition for the Protection of Children & Families 
 
Alan Sears 
President, Alliance Defense Fund (for identification purposes only) 
 
Kelly Shackelford, Esq. 
President, Free Market Foundation (Plano, TX) 
 
Mickey Shea 
Maryland Coalition Against Pornography 
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Mark Shurtleff 
Attorney General of Utah 
 
Chris Slattery 
President, Expectant Mother Care (New York City) 
 
David Edward Smith 
Executive Director, Citizens for Community Values (Chicago) 
 
Susan Talbott 
With Reference 2 
 
Raymond J. Tapio 
President, Critical Hit, Inc. 
 
Karen Testerman 
Executive Director, Cornerstone Policy Research (New Hampshire) 
 
Forest Thigpen 
President, Mississippi Family Council 
 
Teresa Tomeo 
Catholic Talk Show Host and Media Columnist  
 
Thomas E. Trask 
General Superintendent, General Council of the Assemblies of God 
 
Patrick A. Trueman 
Former Chief, Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section, U. S. Department of Justice 
 
Sherry Scott Verser 
Director, Oklahomans For Children and Families 
 
Lynn Wildmon White, Ph.D. 
President & Founder, Esther Ministries 
 
Margaret White Cloud 
Teacher of Native American Spirituality 
 
John Whitlock 
President, The Family Foundation of Virginia 
 
Rev. Don Wildmon 
Chairman, American Family Association 
 
Frank Wright, Ph.D. 
President, National Religious Broadcasters (NRB) 
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Carolyn Perry Yockey 
Past President, Vermilion River District of United Methodist Women (Illinois) 
 
Roger T. Young 
FBI Special Agent (retired), Obscenity Investigator 


